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Sportfishing Industry Backs the Move to End the Federal Firearm Registry

October 26, 2011 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Peterborough, Ontario - The Canadian Sportfishing Industry Association (CSIA) stands solidly behind the introduction of Bill C- 19 by federal  Public Safety Minister Vic Toews as an important step in terminating the costly and useless long gun registry.  The creation of the gun registry by the former Chrétien government under Bill C-68 and the targeting of responsible law abiding firearm owners and businesses has served as a significant deterrent to people going hunting and this has negatively impacted many fishing tackle retailers who also sell hunting equipment.  

“This Bill is very welcome news to CSIA member businesses who have long realized how absurd it is for government  to criminalize law abiding citizens who simply want to take their kids grouse hunting or fishing as part of our great outdoor heritage”, said Phil Morlock, Chair of the CSIA Government Affairs Committee. “Supporters of the badly flawed gun registry consistently portray our millions of customers who hunt and shoot for recreation as threats to public safety, and even as being somehow responsible for violence against women and children.  Such outrageous and unfounded mischaracterizations of people who fish and hunt have led some uninformed people to actually believe this nonsense”, added Morlock.

Bill C-19 is the fourth legislative attempt in the past two years to scrap the costly and ineffective long gun registry which has consistently failed to address or curtail the criminal use of firearms.  MP Garry Breitkreuz has been a longstanding and vocal critic of the seriously flawed firearm registry system since the introduction of Bill C-68, and the Auditor General has been clear in reporting that the Canadian Firearms Centre has been unable to provide evidence that the registry helps to reduce death, injuries or threats to the public from the criminal abuse of firearms. 
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“People who fish and hunt are some of the most solid citizens in Canada. Imagine the positive accomplishments in public safety, fish and wildlife conservation, health care or education which could have been achieved from the wasted $2 billion dollars of taxpayer money that instead went into funding this gun registry fiasco. We owe a great debt to Mr. Breitkreuz for his ongoing efforts to expose the fallacies and failures in the registry system which are now so evident”, said Morlock.

He added,  “What reasonable person would ever believe that criminals are going to register  guns, or that people who hunt and fish are somehow a threat to public safety?“

 The Canadian Sportfishing Industry Association (CSIA) represents the manufacturers, distributors, retailers and sales agencies which serve the 8 million Canadians who fish as an outdoor heritage activity. Our industry generates an annual economy of $7.6 billion dollars - equivalent to the amount Canadians spend on beer.  Combined with hunting we support over 100,000 Canadian jobs. 
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For inquiries and to arrange an interview, please contact Mike Melnik at 888-296-8978, mike@impactcom.ca.
