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CANADA 
Friday, November 04, 2011, 23:20 (GMT + 9) 
New test results from the University of Bergen in Norway show there is no conclusive evidence that wild fish in British Columbia (BC) have been infected with the infectious salmon anemia (ISA) virus, Mainstream Canada communicated in a statement.
Dr Are Nylund reanalyzed 48 samples of Pacific salmon and determined that none of the fish had ISA. The samples were previously studied by Dr Fred Kibenge at the University of Prince Edward Island (UPEI). 
Nylund tested one of the samples 33 times; in that sample he found one weak positive result and 32 negative results.
"This means that I could not confirm the results from Kibenge, since he found two clearly positive findings and concluded that this had European origin," Nylund explained. "This also means that a virus having genetic similarities with ISA or something totally different may be picked up by the test. Therefore, we need to sequence/genotype the virus to provide serious comment on the origin."
This could represent a previously unknown type of Pacific Ocean virus and it might have its origins in ancient evolution.

"Today there are several examples of pathogens that are related and which have a North Pacific and a North Atlantic type," he said. "The reason for this is that the salmon and some of its pathogens in the Pacific and Atlantic once had the same origin, but they have developed differently as they have been geographically isolated over a long time."
Thousands of farmed and wild salmon have been tested for the ISA virus in BC. All tests were negative.
However, two weeks ago anti-aquaculture activist Alexandra Morton claimed Pacific salmon collected by Simon Fraser University researchers was infected with the European ISA virus. She made the claim before the tests were even concluded, Mainstream said.
The new test results provide a good scientific control for those results, the company stated.
Kibenge cautioned in his report that "the presence of ISA virus sequences in the tissue samples does not imply that the subject fish had ISA or that ISA is present in the area where the subject fish were collected from." More genetic testing is necessary to conclude if the latest results from UPEI are significant or skewed because of poor-quality samples, Mainstream noted.
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is now running “proper tests” to see if it can reach the same conclusions and will be investigating the chain of custody. 
“We urge the CFIA scientists to quickly conclude their investigation and publish their findings. Mainstream, along with the rest of the BC salmon farming industry, has offered to provide further samples for testing by CFIA and are advocating for more sampling and testing of our region's wild fish and for continuation of the surveillance programme,” Mainstream added.
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